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It is a great pleasure to me to have this opportunity of being
associated with the inauguration of the many beneficent measures
which have conduced to the present prosperity of Patiala State.
No one who looks back over the history of the administration
in your Highness1 State can fail to be impressed by the far-
sighted statesmanship of the predecessors of Your Highness.
The first project to engage their attention was the ways and
means of supplying water to unirrigated areas in the State, and
when it arose, the opportunity of becoming a working partner
in the Sirhind Canal project was eagerly accepted and later
participation in the Sirsa branch of the Western Jumna Canal
was judged and rightly so, to be a project as beneficial to the
State as to its subjects. From the irrigation we pass as a natural
corollary to the question of transporting the increased produce
of the irrigated lands, and here also it is evident that the same
prudent inspiration was the guiding factor in the counsels of the
Patiala administration.

The activities of past rulers of Patiala find their counterpart
in the present day in the enlightened policy of Your Highness,
to which the State owes a comprehensive scheme for a network
of railways to assist in the export of the surplus grain and products
which the canal system has brought into existence. Parts of
this scheme have come into being by the assistance and facilities
given by the State to trunk lines passing through the State
territories, among which I may mention in particular the Rajpura-
Bhatinda line, entirely constructed from State revenues. The
remainder of the scheme consists in the feeder lines now awaiting
construction by the State, and it is my privilege to-day to mark one
more stage on the road of progress mapped out by Your Highness.

It is only fitting that the premier State of the Punjab should
be a pioneer in such works of development and progress, and
should show the way in schemes which add to the prosperity
of the State and the welfare of its people, and I trust that all
success will attend the projects and that they will bring to the
State and its people the blessing which Your Highness anticipates.
It is pleasing to contemplate Your Highness's scheme. You
have resolved to combine plans for the improvement of your
capital in addition to the beauties of the Baraduri Palace gardens.
An increase in the amenities and an addition to the picturesque
are not, I regret to say, items which we habitually associate
with schemes for the development of industry and trade. Too
often the latter result in a blot on the landscape without any
compensating gain in beauty, but in Your Highness* scheme